DISGRACE   ABOUNDING
that I have anything against titled people. They fulfil a useful
part in our economic life. What would our advertisers of face
cream do without them?
The House of Lords was hushed and dim. At first I only saw
rows of white blobs, the faces of England's peers, whose sombre
garments merged indistinguishably into the surrounding gloom.
They were all there, row on row, Lord Coalmine, Lord Whisky,
Lord Blueblood, and Lord Beer; Lord Tobacco, Lord Purebred,
Lord Coalmine, Lord Newspaper and Lord Bookstall; Lord
Pedigree, Lord Battleaxe, Lord Motorcar, Lord Readymade,
Lord Wholesale, Lord Party, and Lord Coalmine, Lord Abraham,
Lord Israel and Lord Isaac.
Bald heads in the gloaming; the stately domes of England, A
solemn occasion. The Archbishop of Canterbury had in resonant
tones pronounced the word Expropriation. Ah, that dread word,
I remembered it in Germany, when Brtining wished to foreclose
on great estates hopelessly insolvent and indebted to the" public
exchequer and, in fulfilment of Hindenburg's promise, settle
ex-servicemen smallholders on them, Bolshevism, the squires had
called it there, and they overthrew Briining and brought Hitler to
power.
You couldn't call it Bolshevism here, because a Conservative
Government had brought in the Bill, but Expropriation was
enough. A dreadful word.
As I watched, a faint murmur broke the hush and I saw that the
lips of one of the blobs were moving. The Primate had painted a
pathetic picture of the loss which the funds of the Ecclesiastical
Commissioners would suffer from this Bill, a thing which I hope my
miner friend, Herbert Hoggins of Durham, sufficiently appreciates,
and the debate was joined on this point. A noble lord gently
intoned his regret that 'the poor clergy who are already not
sufficiently well paid in this country are going to lose £1^0^000
by this Bill3, and mentioned in passing that the royalty owners
might lose £2,000,000 a year. Another noble lord, apparently an
outsider who had gate-crashed, said he had never been a miner or
a royalty owner but intervened 'to remind your Lordships of a
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